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Preface

When David Fosu and | embarked on the journey of compiling this collection of scholars' essays, we could never have
anticipated the profound and touching stories that lay ahead. Each narrative is brimming with gratitude, reflection,
and pride, creating a tapestry of lasting memories as rich as the experiences of studying in China.

The authors of these 16 essays are exceptional international students from the UK who joined WAS Changzhou as
scholars in 2023 and 2024. Through genuine emotions, plain language, and vivid examples, they recount their unique
and extraordinary scholarship experiences that have left a transformative and lasting imprint on their lives.

While each essay varies in length and writing style, three key themes consistently emerge: gratitude, change, and
continuation. Gratitude is a common thread, with every author expressing sincere appreciation for the scholarship
program and the support from Chinese and foreign teachers and students. This heartfelt thankfulness shines
throughin every story.

Change is another prominent theme. Each author shares how studying in China has reshaped them, profoundly
impacting their academic and social lives, and transforming their perceptions of China. Their stories illustrate the
personal growth and broader understanding gained through this cultural exchange.

Continuation represents the scholars' hope that the program will continue to benefit more young people worldwide.
Their essays express not only thankfulness for their own experiences but also a desire for others to have similar
opportunities, highlighting the enduring value of the scholarship program.

Through these essays, we see the true essence of the scholarship program: a bridge between cultures, a catalyst for
personal and academic growth, and a source of lasting, positive change in the lives of young people.

The Wycombe Abbey Scholarship Program was initiated in 2023, aiming to provide high-quality international
education to outstanding young people, promote exchanges and learning among scholars from China and other
countries, and enhance mutual respect and understanding across cultures. These essays showcase the program’s
achievements, embody the spirit of mutual learning and inclusiveness, and bear witness to the friendly exchanges
between Chinese and British youth. They inspire us as members of the eminent Wycombe Abbey International
Community to strive for excellence and pursue our dreams with the same passion and determination as these
scholars.

Ding Cao & David Fosu
Dec.312024

Ding Cao, Chinese Principal of WASCZ and David Fosu, Deputy Head of WASCZ (Community) are co-editors for this

publication.

_—_ Wycombe Abbey School 02
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Living My Dream in Real China

| have spent just over a year in China now, and the
person | am now coming out of this experience is
someone | could have never imagined. This scholarship
has granted me so many learning experiences not just
in terms of languages, but in culture, friendship and the
skills needed to live my dreams.

Prior to moving to Changzhou, | grew up in village of
4000 people, outside London. | did not speak a single
word of Chinese and to be honest, my knowledge of the
world and life in general was rather limited. Thanks to
the scholarship, my friends and my very patient
Chinese teachers, | can now understand conversations
in Mandarin, opening the gates for me to get to know
those who | maybe wouldn't have due to language
barriers.

In 2023, in a market in Shanghai | got to use my
Mandarin for the first time when | met a Chinese lady
called Mary. Mary owned a tea shop. The walls inside
were lined with hundreds of different tea leaves. | was
not sure what any of them were since the only tea |
was familiar with at the time was English Breakfast and
nai cha, but Mary was kind enough to teach me about
its history and herself. That was not all | learnt though,
the experience taught me that no matter how different
we are, no matter where we grew up, no matter
whatever preconceptions we have about each other,
we are all just people. Mary comes from a city of 25
million and me, one of 4000, but we both love music
and a good cup of tea. We are both just people.

Mary was not the only person | grew close to. Studying
here gave me opportunities | did not previously have;
one being joining a basketball team. Our team started
small, but we persevered and have become a thriving
community full of incredible girls each putting in the

Wycombe Abbey ShOOL  — — — e
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Katharine Pike

max effort to become the best. Thanks to those girls, a
large part of my Chinese vocabulary consists of sports
slang, butlwould not want it any other way. Although it
feels awkward to say, that team became a family. Every
time we won, those were the people | would be
jumping and screaming with. Every time we lost (not
too often do not worry), those were the people |
hugged. Ifit were not for this scholarship, | would never
have met any of those amazing girls, many of which |
consider friends for life.

While | made many valuable friendships with the
Chinese students here, | was fortunate enough to find
a community with the other scholars. Although an
airport check-in queue is not your typical meet cue,
that was where | met some of my favourite people.
Being away from home meant that we relied on each
other and grew close as a result. | learnt to be
independent, but | also learnt to value those around
me, and learn from them. On one of our first holidays
together, we were all sat in someone’s room chatting
until late into the night. At some point someone posed
the question “If you could go back in time, would you
still accept the scholarship?”, all of us said yes.
“Why?”, although | did not say it at the time, because |
was embarrassed to admit it to a group of people | had
only met a month ago, one of my main reasons was
because without the scholarship, | would not be sitting
inthat room spending time with them. That is the thing
about this opportunity, it brings people together.

For me, the thing | am most grateful for, is how this
scholarship enabled me to pursue a dream that |
once thought would just be adream. | always wanted
to be a music producer, but | only had the chance to
learn music technology when | moved here. If it were
not for this generosity, | would not have learnt what |




needed to, gained the experience | needed, and may
not have received an offer to study music production
at NYU. | am forever grateful for the incredible music
department at this school for helping me reach that
point and for providing me with so many incredible
opportunities | never previously had.

While the experiences | have had within school have
been great, the best times have been during the
holidays. This gave me the unique chance to learn
more about China as a whole. | still remember the first
time seeing the Bund and all of us just standing in awe
before Michael started shouting something about
being in Shanghai. | still remember Imogen and I's little
day trip to Suzhou for the dragon boat festival, where
we got to see all the boats lined up ready for the annual
race. Walking through the streets of Nanjing, trying
pomelo for the first time and instantly adding it to my
shopping list every following week. | still remember,
taking my parents around China, being able to
introduce them to the place | called home for the past
year. | remember their scepticism before the flight and
their confused faces as they tried to adjust to the
country upon arrival. Honestly, | was worried.

| have grown to love this place so much and | really
wanted them to understand why. You can imagine how
happy | was when | saw their grinning faces as they
enveloped themselves in the culture, the same way |
had. There was nothing purer than their excitement as
they tried to use a few small Mandarin phrases | had
taught them each day, or their bewilderment when |
started talking to people in Mandarin and they saw how
| had grown, or their tears of joy when they tried
authentic Chinese cuisine (though the tears may have
just been from the spice of the Mapo tofu). As | left
them at the airport, my mum told me she was
surprised. Given what she had thought about China
previously, she was surprised how friendly people
were, she was surprised how efficient everything was,
she was surprised that the country was somehow
more beautiful than she imagined. | want people to be

A Collection of Compelling Essays by
Wycombe Abbey International China Scholars at WASCZ

surprised. Coming from a place where we do not learn
much about China, it is easy to assume things. Only by
coming here are we able to replace those assumptions
with the reality. This scholarship gave me the chance
to be surprised by the Chinese culture and to surprise
myself with my growth throughout the experience. |
aim to continue this chain of surprise by introducing
more people to this extraordinary country.

I truly hope that, even after | graduate this year, the
scholarship program continues. Everything about this
experienced reshaped my way of thinking and
changed my life forever, | would not be the person | am
today had | not boarded that flight. | hope that
someone in the future gets that same chance. More
people deserve to be surprised.

e s —, Wycombe Abbey School 06
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Studying in China:
A Pivotal Moment in My Life

Moving to China at the age of 16 was undoubtedly
daunting, but | knew it was an opportunity that would
only come once, and | had to take it up. Attending the
prestigious international school that is Wycombe
Abbey Changzhou was a pivotal moment in my life; it
gave, and still gives me the incredible opportunity to
immerse myselfin a culture and language | had spent so
much time learning about. On top of this, it gave me a
chance to pursue my passion for biochemistry through
my studies in a rigorous academic environment
surrounded by brilliant peers and teachers who
constantly push me to what | know | am capable of.

Changzhou city is a wildly different environment than
the rural England | was used to back home. It gave
firsthand insights into many different aspects of life
that enabled China’s rapid growth and ability to excel
in the world of technology and science. Studying
deepened my understanding of pharmacology and
opened my eyes to the rising potential artificial
intelligence has, especially since China is only second
to the US in terms of Al research and development.
This experience really helped me determine my
academic trajectory and mould me into an excellent
candidate for the best universities in the UK, so much
so that it aided me in securing an interview for Natural
Sciences at Cambridge, one of the university’s most
popular and competitive courses.

In addition to academia, the vast range of extracurriculars
and sporting activities offered at the school allows for
incredible personal growth and teamwork. | was fortunate
enough to participate in swimming competitions in many
parts of China, which gave rise to me making incredible
connections with talented and likeminded individuals
from all over China and even the world. | was also given

Charlie Poulton

the amazing opportunity to attend the prestigious Henley
Royal Regatta rowing event as a member of the first
Chinese high school eight-man boat to ever enter the
regatta. Alongside various other sporting activities, such
as ultimate frisbee, badminton, rugby, and netball, these
events allowed me to ensure my education was as
well-rounded as possible.

During the holidays, to escape school and further
engage with Chinese culture, [ took partin trips tolocal
landmarks in Changzhou, Nanjing, and Suzhou, as well
as larger cities such as Beijing and Shanghai. On these
trips, limmersed myself in as much tradition, language,
and food as possible, which involved visiting night
markets, museums, and the infamous Great Wall and
made for extraordinary opportunities for exploration.

Overall, this golden ticket opportunity has become
everything | wanted and more. | have made great
connections and experienced things | never thought |
would have experienced. | feel | have contributed
significantly to paving the way towards stronger
connections between the UK and China, and | wish
to see this relationship strengthen. | cannot wait to

see how this program evolves and to see the amazing
individuals emerging from it.
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A Transformative Experience

| Will Always Treasure

Stepping on the plane to China for the first time was
one of the scariest things to do, leaving my town and
all friends and family for a city of millions, a different
culture - academically and socially, yet, knowing what
this experience is like now, | would do it again in a
heartbeat.

Before | came to China, | was a quiet, hard-working
student, who just wanted to get to university so | could
travel and explore the real world outside of high
school. And now I've become more extroverted, willing
to teamwork, capable of using Chinese language to
makes friends, and confident to aim higher in my
academic life.

One of my first experiences of China and the
Wycombe Abbey Changzhou is the boarding. Having
no siblings and having never been to boarding school
before, | didn't know what to expect. When we first
met, | was amazed at how hardworking and kind my
roommates and house were; | truly think this
environment was a key catalyst for my academia as
being in a room, seeing others working towards their
goals is highly motivating. | truly believe | will still be
friends and keep in contact with my roommates even
when | leave this school as they are really the people
who can make or break this experience, and | feel
forever grateful that we have become so close.

I loved learning Chinese as it was a blend of culture
lessons, talking with people on the other side of the
world and learning a language so different to my own. |
truly feel like learning a language is one of the most
fulfilling things to do asit just unlocks a new door in the
corridor of life, filled with friendships, teams and
lifelong learning. This scholarship really forced me
to come out of my comfort zone to actively try to
participate in conversations, even if | don’t fully

Wycombe Abbey School — —

Imogen Turner

understand, and become more extroverted, and it
has resulted in a second family, which | believe |
have now.

Being part of a sports team, like the netball team also
helped me make closer friends through teamwork and
conversation: skills that are essential for netball.
Having training every Wednesday and Sunday not only
gave me some structure and discipline to my week by
keeping me active, but it also allowed me to get closer
to the staff training me and alongside me. Through the
netball tour to New Zealand, | felt | was part of a
close-knit team, ranging from grades 8 to 12.
Opportunities like this, training with coaches that
used to play for their national teams is something |
never would’ve had at home, where | didn't even know
if | was going to carry on with sport when | got to my
A-levels. Now, this is a primary factor in my university
choices aslamimmersed in a true team environment, |
never want to be without this part of me. After
stopping playing netball, and not being a part of any
sports clubs in high school, | feel my experiences of
sport at Wycombe Abbey have made netball part of my
identity again.

Of course, being at Wycombe Abbey, there was a large
focus on my academic study. Going from the likelihood
of having a class or two a day, and just free time to self
study (as the timetable would be in an English college)
to having ten lessons a day - 8:15 until 6pm - it was
tough. At first, the days felt long and the breaks felt
like a much needed mental rest. | struggled in my
subjects as | wasn’t used to being surrounded by this
level of dedicated students. | wondered if | would catch
up and be able to achieve results like them. However, |
have now become an advocate for this type of
learning. Having to learn all the content by myself,
especially in maths and case study subjects like
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geography would not have helped me achieve the high
grades | am currently attaining . Having my teachers
being so approachable and proactive has made aworld
of a difference. | always struggled asking for help, yet
here, | do feel the teachers that are invested in my
learning and to them | am also highly appreciative.
They, alongside me, gave up their breaks - even when
it was 6 breaks a week - to put effort and further my
understanding and learning. Due to this learning and
day routine | firmly believe our hard work has paid off
and will be reflected in my results.

Alongside the daily structure, | feel the class sizes
have benefited me largely. Going from a class of 32 to
now 9 being my largest, | absorb more of what my
teachers are explaining. The lessons are tailored to us,
the students, as it's not brushing aside those doing
‘fine’ for those who truly need extra attention. Here, |
feel like doing 'fine’ is now a norm, and it's pushed my
expectations of myself higher in the best way. Here, |
feel like lam actively challenging my past perspectives
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of my strengths and weaknesses to achieve more. |
hope this mindset will stay with me for life, as it’'s made
me realise | don't just want to be doing ‘fine’ so long as
I'm passing. | now feel more academic hunger to
succeed, and this is reflected in my university
aspirations. Before, going to a decent university, with
semi-high entry requirements was my thoughts as |
never really thought about pushing myself to aim
higher. Yet now, surrounded by people who aim higher,
who apply for G5 universities, this has rubbed off on
me. My choices now include some highly competitive,
prestigious universities, where studying there never
would’ve even crossed my mind two years ago.

Having a more holistic education, with mandatory
extra-curriculars and sports time has also furthered
my development becoming a well-rounded person.
Having time for old hobbies such as art lessons with
some incredibly skilled teachers, has led to me
absorbing so much non-academic knowledge. | went
from never even touching oil paints to having my
paintings and project on exhibition at Changzhou’s
rowing gala, representing the school’s art department.
If Ihadn’t come here, | doubt | would’ve kept up with my
painting and definitely wouldn’t have been putting my
artwork forward for displays. This also helped my life
skills of patience, trying new things, and resilience for
when the paintings don’'t turn out quite like the
picture. Coming up to the art department, even during
the holidays just felt so calming and being with others
who get the same feeling | do in the art room, it fosters
a shared interest and was another way my friendships
have developed.

| do feel this scholarship changed me: I've become so

much more confident, independent and more sure of
my identity and in my studies. Even family members
have remarked at my mindset and confidence shift,
and | feel this has prepared me with an overwhelming
amount of educational and also out-of-classroom
knowledge that will allow me to put a confident step
forward when | graduate. So all that is left to say is that
|'am truly grateful for this experience as it has shaped
who | am today, and was such a formative experience
that | will always treasure.

s Wycombe Abbey School 2
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I’m Seeing WASCZ as My Community

Being in China has been an unforgettable experience
which, if asked, | would always choose again. My time in
China has allowed me to thrive in multiple
environments, both socially, academically and through

an athletic lens.

I have been able to make connections with anincredible
array of individuals, ranging from the other scholars
(who share my views academically) to my teachers and
friends who have introduced me to their surreal worldin
boarding, and in China no less. Culturally, | have been
immersed in an environment where my Chinese
proficiency has increased significantly (or so | like to
believe) with me and my Chinese roommate agreeing to
speak in a mutual mix of both Chinese and English in
order to benefit us both. Additionally, the holidays have
always been a cultural highlight whilst at WASCZ, with
teachers providing us with a genuine and sincere
‘China’ experience, eating cultural dishes such as "1t
JERS" (Beijing roast duck) whilst in "JtE3" (Beijing) ,
and a distinctive favourite memory of mine when we
had eaten "Af®" (hotpot) in "73M" (Suzhou) . Not
only did these experiences allow us to get away from
school (which I'm sure any and every student can relate
to) but also meant that we could all actively use our
Chinese skills out and about. Seeing famous landmarks
such as the Bund and The Great Wall of China also made
our China experience extremely worth it, as it was as
though China, a relatively closed-off country to the
Western eye, became truly tangible for us as
foreigners, as the stories we had lived through were
now like torches waiting to be passed on to the next set
of scholars, and to our families and friends upon our
return to the UK.

Wycombe Abbey School — —

Ruxanda Ursu

I have also been privileged enough to attend many trips
and competitions whilst at WASCZ, participating in the
ASDAN Business Competition, attending an Aston
Martin talk alongside a Physics Convention in "_Ei§"

(Shanghai)
exhibitions in "_Ei&" (Shanghai) as part of my Art

, and was also able to visit several art

A-Level. These experiences combined allowed me to
form a holistic view not only within my studies, but also
about China. |
Globally-renowned John Locke essay competition (as

had also participated in the
encouraged to by my teachers) winning both a Merit
and Commendation, but had also led to me winning a
prestigious 1-week scholarship in Singapore supported
by the John Locke institute.

Through an athletic lens, | can safely say | was never
able to be immersed in the way that | had been at
WASCZ in the UK. Being Captain of the Girl's Basketball
Team, | was able to be part of an amazingly supportive
community which encouraged us and motivated us in
multiple ways: both to keep our grades up to continue to
be a part of the team, but also to strive to do our best in
every practice and competition, with the WASCZ Girls
(and Boys’ team, | should add) winning the WAS
Championship Cup. | had also had the privilege of
partaking in Fencing as an EcA, winning 2nd and 3rd
place in various competitions, alongside being able to
meet esteemed individuals in the Fencing world,
including a previous Olympian. Other sports | was also
able to try out concluded of tennis, badminton, and
volleyball, which meant | had to efficiently manage both
my studies and my life in sports.
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Altogether, this experience could not be possibly
summed up through means of words. Rather, | think
the experience can be clearly seen through the people
I have met and the friends | have made. When | look at
WASCZ, | no longer see just a school, | see a
community, and better yet, my community. When |
look at China now, | no longer see an isolated
country often ostracised even in media, | now see it
as a place filled with comfort, laughter and positive
experiences. These two years of my life in which I have
been able to develop and grow drastically, driven by my
surrounding teachers and peers, have been an

A Collection of Compelling Essays by
Wycombe Abbey International China Scholars at WASCZ

unforgettable time in my life, and | will undoubtedly
miss China the moment | leave. | have cherished these
memories, but moreover cherish the efforts actively
and continuously placed by my teachers to support
me and push me in the way that they did. Without
them, | am 100% sure | would not have been able to
reach as high as | have done.

Thank you to EwC, thank you to WASCZ, thank you for
my family for supporting me and entrusting me in
taking the leap of faith to choose this opportunity.

_— Wycombe Abbey School 16
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Chinese Language:

A bridge Connecting Me with A Billion

\Wheniwas younger, | had heard stories about a place
where the elderly gather together at night to practise
Taichi, where the culture was so rich, the food so
diverse and where the language was made not of
letters but pictures. If you'd told me then, that in the
future, I'd end up living there for two years, I'd never
have believed you.

At the age of 11, | was given the opportunity to learn
Chinese at school and | thought it was the coolest
thing ever. | remember late nights of copying
characters over and over, trying (and failing) to
pronounce tones correctly and staying after school
every Friday for 3 years to study the language.

Then at the age of 16, one random day, | found out that
I'd been successful in my application to study in China
for two years and I'd be leaving in a month. | still have
trouble believing it is true to this day.

Now I'm here. And it's everything | dreamed of and
more. The opportunity I've been given to connect with,
and experience Chinese culture is one I'll forever be
grateful for. I've been given the chance to build
relationships with people | would never have met
otherwise. I've been given insight into their lives,
coming to understand our differences but, above all,
the things that make us similar.

| believe the most powerful thing we can have in this
world is global unity and that requires coming out of our
comfort zones, humbling ourselves and persevering.
This program gave me the opportunity to do that. For
example, | sang a Chinese song at Battle of the Bands
Nanjing, and | have been giving English reading lessons
to younger years for a few months now. Lack of
understanding between cultures is an ever-growing
problem and someone needs to bridge that gap.

Calista Ajibola

Whilst being here I've tried fruits | didn't even know
existed like Chinese quince and starberries. I've been
to 6 different cities including Beijing and Wuxi (my
favourites), seeing China through a different lens each
time, and falling deeper in love with it.

I've also become very independent and self-aware.
Whilst at this school, | have met the smartest, most
talented people. It wasn't until | arrived here that |
realised aiming for full marks in an exam was worth a
shot. I'm constantly surrounded by so much excellence
that | can't help but desire the absolute most for
myself. While studying here, | have realised what I'm
capable of and | continue to strive for the best. I've
played badminton against the finest, rowed against
the fittest at Henley, sang with the most talented
musicians and studied alongside the brightest.

Finally, I'll speak about my Chinese. When [ first arrived,
| thought my Chinese was pretty good seeing as | had
attained a 9 at GCSE. However, | remember, in my early
days, speaking in Chinese to a few people and them
asking me to speak English instead because they didn’t
understand, which was quite disappointing. However,
I'm so proud to say that this is no longer the case. The
Chinese environment has improved my proficiency to
the point where | can now speak confidently to my
friends and strike up conversations with strangers too!
| even accidentally speak Chinese to my mum
sometimes and am proud to have successfully
completed my HSK 4!

This scholarship program has given me the means to
connect with and understand roughly 1 billion more
people than | could before | came here and that means
everything to me.

o e N P ——,— Wycombe Abbey School 18
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| Can Be a Global Ambassador
of the School and for China

My experience in China and Changzhou Wycombe
Abbey school has been nothing short of excellent. As
each day goes on, my gratitude to the school and all
those who have believed in me increases. Being at this
school and studying China has been an amazing
experience, an experience that has pushed me out of
my comfort zone and an experience that has helped
me develop and nurture like nothing else could.

I have quite a different relationship to China than my
other peers, thisis simply because | had the privilege to
visit China on a school trip before this program. My first
time of visiting China was spectacular. | was able to see
some of the greatest places on Earth, for example, the
Great Wall of China and the Purple mountain in Nanjing.
That trip heavily influenced my love for China. So
getting the chance to join Wycombe Abbey
Changzhou was nothing short of a blessing. | feel like
studying in China has taught me so many different
skills and has shaped me to be a better person than |
was two years ago.

One of my favourite things about studying in China, is
the culture. | have first hand experience of how
Chinese people conduct themselves, their views and
attitudes and it has been remarkably interesting and
impactful. For me, | feel like the integration in my school
has been amazing, as someone who is quite sporty and
academic | have fit right into life here at Wycombe
Abbey. | can proudly say, | wake up everyday delighted
to go to school, delighted to see my peers and
classmates. This opportunity has been so eye-opening
and has taught me incredible skills that | will hold dear
to my heart for the rest of my life. | have become more

Raymond Kaliuta

independent, more courageous and | have a better
understanding of the world we live in.

| feel like this opportunity really highlights how you can
make a difference to lives around you or the lives of
others. | have been able to share my amazing
experiences with people from the UK, and | have been
successfulin changing any unfortunate perceptions of
China that people from the western world may have.
This is something | will continue to do past my time
here at Wycombe Abbey, | feel like | can be a global
ambassador of the school and for China, | want
everyone around me to be well aware of how
incredible China is - not from a tourist perspective
but from a person who has lived in China and from
someone who integrated themselves into Chinese
culture to the best of their ability, as someone who
was willing to step outside their comfort zone to
have the real authentic experience of studying in
China.

My overall point is that this opportunity has been
second to none and | feel honoured to be a scholar at
Wycombe Abbey Changzhou and would be jovial
beyond belief if the scholarship program will be
continued and supported further, because it allows
people to get a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and it
allows us as scholars to strive for academic excellence
as well as be part of a rare group of people who can
proudly say they have studied in China, an opportunity
that sadly not everyone can say. Which is why | so
deeply hope the program can be extended, so more
people are able to share this wonderful experience
with people just like myself.

_— Wycombe Abbey School 20
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Pass the Joys,

Break Down the Barriers

My journey since entering this program has been
something of a whirlwind to say the least. Its impact on
both mine and my family and friends' lives has been
monumental and | wouldn’t change it for the world. 5 years
ago, | made the decision to join the Mandarin Excellence
Program. This was fueled by adoration and inquisitiveness
to learn and embrace not only the Chinese language but
also the values, culture and beauty that comes with it.

That choice had given me the courage, when faced with
the decision to move to China under the scholarship
program, to jump at the opportunity. | knew from the
multifaceted adventures that were being offered, that this
would be life-changing for me in a way that could not be
ignored.

From the moment | stepped off the plane at the airport,
with just the experience of stepping into anew, uncharted
area, | knew that | had made the right decision.
Immediately seeing the differences between the cold I'd
left behind in the UK and the warmth surrounding me here.
Even the journey on the coach bringing us to our new
home allowed for sights and experiences to be had that |
had never considered before. One fond memory | have was
stopping at a service station en-route to Wycombe Abbey
Changzhou. Being able to implement my knowledge of
Chinese with locals who were extremely friendly and
welcoming, opened my eyes to what | had been missing
from my limited travels throughout the first 16 years of my
life.

The first few weeks were challenging, missing home and
family, however the help of my peers and teachers who
have supported me dearly helped me find my feet. An
initial observation | had noted was the work ethic of those
around me; both in my boarding house and in classes. The
difference in concentration and dedication to education
and knowledge was outstanding. Whereas back home it

Desiree Naomi G Jackson

was clear that very few people had true focus towards
their future, each and every student | saw and interacted
with showed incredible goals and had set plans to reach
them.

Despite having a sparse foundation, | have since been able
to attempt to mirror this diligence, dedicating numerous
hours to my studies and re-evaluating my stance on the
school system as awhole. My educators push me to be the
best version of myself both academically and socially,
keeping strong relationships with my peers and even
having chances to visit some of their home towns such as
Nanjing and Ningbo. And even exploring the likes of
Shanghai.

My admiration doesn’t stop there bleeding out into my
perception of the older scholars. Their growth and
achievements since entering the program have been
pivotal with four getting interviews for prestigious
universities including: Cambridge and Oxford. | know that
oneday, with both the personal amelioration that | will gain
from this but also the intense cultural development, | will
be able to teach those backin England about the joys of
China, breaking down those barriers and inaccurate
representations often presented in modern media and
replacing them with portraits of new beginnings,
friendships and shared understandings.

Every day | wake up, | know it is another day to explore the
likeness of this country and | know | couldn’t have done it
without the fortuitous encounter | happened to have with
this scholarship program. I have no doubt in believing that
nothing but greatness will come from this program as can
be observed from the two existing cohorts. The one that |
have had the privilege of joining and the first, showcasing
what culturalimmersion between two different places can
do for individuals and furthermore what it can do for the
world as awhole.
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A Cherished Experience
of Self-discovery and Growth

The scholarship opportunity provided by Engage with
China has truly changed my life. | believe that the lessons
this overseas program has taught me go far beyond what
is possible in the classroom, offering a once-in-a-lifetime
experience that has shaped a more global perspective and
greater appreciation for everything China has to offer.

Living far from home, one of the most valuable lessons |
learnt was self-reliance. Adjusting to life without family
and friends was initially incredibly daunting, but the
shared struggle with my fellow scholars inside the
program, as well as the incredibly welcoming pastoral
staff, creates an unbreakable sense of community inside
the school. These friendships, built on mutual support and
shared challenges, will be lifelong and unique, giving us
unforgettable experiences whilst still providing the
highest calibre of secondary school education.

While the language initially acted as a barrier, it quickly
became my gateway to a deeper cultural understanding.
Forming close friendships with the Chinese students
allowed me to gain a deeper appreciation of the language,
values, and traditions that surround them. These personal
connections and conversations allowed me to understand
my surroundings to a much greater extent, with the free
exchange of ideas and perspectives creating a cultural
bridge between members from the opposite sides of the
globe.

Beyond the people you meet, the city breaks have allowed
China’s vibrant culture to come to life. From exploring the
historic streets of Beijing to the modern skyline of
Shanghai and the cultural depth of Nanjing, every moment
has been an opportunity to experience the richness of
China firsthand. These experiences have allowed me to
apply my understanding of China into practice, allowing
me to interact with locals to better understand the stories
and traditions that build these magnificent cities. These
conversations have allowed me to better explore my

Michael Slotema

passions in areas of further interest, such as traditional
customs and urban planning.

The program also allows for students to leave their
comfort zones, trying many of the unique opportunities
offered by the school. My highlight was learning rowing, a
sport that | would have never otherwise been able to
discover my passion for. Whilst having had no prior
experience, | was surrounded by so many like-minded,
hard-working athletes, keeping me motivated day after
day. | was even granted the opportunity to participate in
the Henley Royal Regatta UK, arguably the most
prestigious rowing event in the world. With the help of the
incredible rowing staff, we were thrown into training 7x a
week, using the school’s extensive boathouse and lake to
allow for adequate preparation. The whole process taught
everyone involved lifelong lessons in commitment,
discipline, and teamwork, giving me even more bonds
through shared experiences and struggles.

The experience hasn’'t come without its challenges.
Balancing international A-levels with the demands of living
halfway across the world and mastering a foreign
language has been a struggle, yet with help from the
teaching staff and other students, | have found myself
thriving academically, even receiving an interview from
Oxford University. These hurdles foster resilience and
determination in every student, leaving students stronger
and more confident in all academic and extracurricular
pursuits.

The last year has been more than a program for me—it’s
transformed and moulded me into the person | am today,
granting unmatched self-discovery and growth. | would
highly recommend this opportunity to anyone interested
in further understanding and thriving in a Chinese
environment and the willingness to engage in all pursuits
the opportunity has to offer.
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A Journey of Reconnecting
with My Chinese Cultural Roots

Studying my A-levels in China through this
scholarship program has been such an transformative
and interesting experience for me so far. This unique
opportunity which | was granted has not only
challenged me academically, but also helped me grow
personally in ways that | think | would've never been
able to if | had stayed back in England.

As someone with a Chinese cultural background,
having stayed here for just 3 months has been deeply
meaningly. Growing up in England, though | was aware
of my cultural identity, | didn't have much of an
opportunity to explore it; being here has allowed me to
immerse myself and connect with my background on a
much deeper level. Through this program, | have been
able to explore various places in China, engage with
local traditions and interact with Chinese locals.

Initially | did find the transition from England to China
quite challenging, especially academically. Adjusting
to a new environment and the new A-level curriculum
was tough, but with the help of my teachers as well as
friends | can see just how much I've improved over the
past 3 months. This experience has definitely shaped
me to be a much more proactive person when it comes
to academics, helping me realise that in order to
improve | had to start reaching out to others instead of
trying to be independent all of the time.

Sophia Wu

Beyond academics, the scholarship program has
provided me with the chance to explore my interest for
music. I've started taking formal lessons for the
electric guitar which | had previously been
self-teaching myself and have also picked up the
drums alongside this, Though maintaining many
extracurriculars has been demanding, | really feel like
music has become sort of creative outlet for me,
allowing me to balance out my studies with something
that | really enjoy.

The biggest highlight of this experience however has
definitely been the friendships that I've forged with
both the scholars from England and the Chinese locals.
Despite only knowing each other for 3 months, it feels
like many of us have been friends for years. From
supporting each other academically, to bonding over
shared interests and different experiences, | think
these relationships have made my time here even
more worthwhile.

Overall, this scholarship program has been a really
impactful opportunity for me; helping me grow
academically, reconnect with my cultural roots and
build friendships which I'm sure will last a lifetime. The
past 3months have shaped me alotasapersonand I'm
excited to see how the rest of my journey here will
unfold.
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An Enriching Experience
of Fostering Growth

Studying abroad in China was a transformative
experience that broadened my horizons and provided me
with numerous opportunities. From the moment | arrived, |
was immersed in a rich tapestry of history and culture,
which greatly enriched my academic and personal life.

Living in China allowed me to experience its unique culture
firsthand. | participated in traditional festivals like the
Chinese New Year and the Mid-Autumn Festival, which
gave me a deeper appreciation of Chinese customs and
traditions. Visiting historical landmarks such as the
Shanghai tower, Nanjing purple mountain (Zijin Shan), and
the Nanjing city wall was awe-inspiring and provided a
tangible connection to China’s ancient history.

a7 =0=
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Eila Hodges

Through this amazing scholarship opportunity in “ B 7 &M
where the academic environment was both challenging and
rewarding, the courses were stimulating and are taught by
enthusiastic teachers who brought a wealth of knowledge
and experience, | was able to study alongside local and
international students which exposed me to the diverse
perspectives and fostered a collaborative
environment. Additionally, while enrolled at this amazing
school | had the opportunity to improve my mandarin skills,
which proved invaluable both academically and socially. Not

learning

only did this scholarship give me an amazing academic
experience but it also enhanced my knowledge of China’s
beautiful culture and history.

Navigating
challenges, but it also fostered significant personal growth.

life in a foreign country presented its

I learned to adapt to a new environment, manage my time
effectively, and develop resilience. The experience of
overcoming language barriers and cultural differences
made me more independent and confident.

Living and studying in China gave me a global perspective
that is crucial in today’s interconnected world. | gained
insights into China’s role ininternational affairs, economics,
and culture, which has enriched my understanding of global
dynamics. This experience has also made me more
culturally sensitive and open-minded.

In summary, studying abroad in China was an enriching
experience that provided me with valuable academic
knowledge, professional skills, and personal growth. The
cultural immersion, academic rigor, and professional
opportunities have significantly shaped my personal and
academic journey, equipping me with the tools to thrive ina

globalized world.
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A Journey of

Broadening Horizons

\When I found the scholarship, it had never really
occurred to me that | could be studyingmy Alevelsina
new country away from my family. Traveling has been
an integral part of my life and is something that | wish
to remain so, but living 5,000 miles away from home at
16 years old is a completely different experience that
fosters completely different emotions. Just as many of
the other scholars can attest, the daunting prospect of
completely uprooting your life and moving to the other
side of the world is not a light decision but is defiantly a
decision that | do not regret making.

Coming to China has been the best decision I've made.
Through the Scholarship program at Wycombe Abbey
Changzhou, | have been able to broaden my horizons
not only academically but also socially and culturally. |
have been able to challenge myself remarkably more in
the Chinese school system than | would ever have
been able to do in the UK schooling system, here in
China | feel academically challenged and | have had to
use my cognitive reasoning abilities in more profound
ways. As someone who does a great deal of sport it
was arelief that when I came to China thatI'd be able to
continue integrating exercise fully into my school life
without having to reduce my focus on one for the sake
of the other. Coming to China has defiantly made my
confidence grow, this has meant that | have joined
many societies and clubs at school both academic and

non-academic which continue to cause my confidence

Grace Lyons-Hoare

to increase and push me outside of where | am

comfortable.

Since moving to China, | have made friends with people
I would never have met otherwise, the current Scholars
and the native Chinese students that | have met all
come from completely different walks of life and
through the scholarship program | have had the delight
of meeting them and forming life-long relationships
with these people. Living away from home also makes
you reassess yourself and realize things about your
character that you probably wouldn’'t have known
without, that’s why the friendships | have made so far
in China are deep and meaningful because the people |
have made friends with are seeing the true me that |

didn’t even fully know till coming to China.

I had never been to mainland China before until the
program, but | have had the good fortune of being able
to go to Hong Kong a few times prior. Hong Kong was
the only reference | could use for how the culture of
China would be, in truth nothing could have prepared
me for how diverse Chinese culture is; the food,
language and customs all change depending on which
province you are in. | have also found that by studying
Mandarin whilst living in China has taught me a great
deal about cultural dynamics and how integral

language is to Chinese culture.
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Here | Had One of the Most In-depth
Cultual Experiences of China

My name is lvan Smith. | am one of approximately 40
scholars enrolled on the Engage with China
scholarship programme, and | am currently studying A
level at Wycombe Abbey School Changzhou. | would
first and foremost like to express my complete
gratitude to HJ Colston-Inge, Theresa Booth, Jonathan
Barry, David Fosu, and all the other staff from Engage
with China, Wycombe Abbey School, and BE Education
who have provided me with this exceptional
opportunity, as | absolutely would not be the same
person | am today if it were not for their involvement in
my education. From year 7 onwards in my education |
have always taken a particular interest in Chinain all its
aspects, from its language to its culture, to its
increasing role in deciding important global decisions
such as the response to climate change. Having
enrolled in the Mandarin Excellence Programme, | had
learned the Chinese language for 5 years, including 3
under the GCSE curriculum, and graduated with the
belief that | was going to study my A levels at the same
school in the UK. However, about a week into the
summer holiday, | was forwarded an email by my
Chinese teacher, and, to my shock, it was a scholarship
offer to study here in Changzhou. | decided | would
apply, even if | figured it was not likely that | would be
accepted out of the whole of the UK, and to my
surprise, | managed to pass through all the hurdles to
be accepted onto the programme. A new life awaited
me, in a country | was already keen to explore.

Upon arriving in China, | was quite impressed to see the
quality of the facilities not only of the school itself but
also within the whole of the city of Changzhou. This
has meant that | have not only had access to quality
facilities during my education here, but also to aunique
experience of many locations across Chinainanumber
of affordable and enriching holidays, strengthening
the cultural experience | and the other scholars have

Ilvan Smith

been able to enjoy. One aspect of the school to note is
the extent, quality, and variety of the sports facilities,
enabling me to train in absolutely any sport | wish to
play, including but not limited to basketball, rowing,
weightlifting, swimming, or badminton. The facilities
are also for the most part well air conditioned and serve
as the best sports environment one could ask for. As a
result of these facilities and the balanced, healthy
meals provided by the school's canteen, | have
managed to lose upwards of 30 kilograms in body mass
since my arrival in September 2023.

The school trips are worth noting, with the school
providing very much one of the most in-depth cultural
experiences of China one could ask for. From
enrichment camps emphasizing outdoor skills and
holistic education to paid holidays in key cities such as
Beijing, Nanjing, and Shanghai, | have been given the
pleasure of exploring many aspects of Chinese
society, from life in farmland and mountains to the
narrow streets of night markets in the inner cities.
From this, | have been able to get a better
understanding of the Chinese language and culture
through exchange with the locals, exploration of
different cuisines within China, and a deep view into
Chinese history through a number of trips to all kinds of
museums. Most importantly of all, | study alongside a
vast majority of Chinese students, with whom | have
been able to discuss life experiences, cultural
differences, academics, and plans for the future. | feel
that these exchanges have been very beneficial to me
and helped me become who | am today, and | am once
again very grateful to the school that | have been
provided this opportunity to experience China in a way
| otherwise could not have even dreamed of, and | am
extremely grateful to the Chinese people for their
unending hospitality and the experiences they have
been able to share with me. “B§Hi§HR{7"!
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In China,

| Have Made a Friend for Life

During the past four months, my life has completely
transformed since my arrival in China. To summarise the
cultural immersion that | have experienced up to this
moment is a difficult task as there is a great amount of
knowledge | have gained. Yetin this essay | hope to convey
my gratitude for this incredible scholarship programme.

I recall my first month of being in China and my eagerness
for knowledge on Chinese culture, more specifically the
history surrounding Changzhou: the city | reside in.
September was the time in which the academic year
commenced and life was about to change. | distinctly
remember meeting my roommate just prior to the
beginning of school and although it was apparent that
there was a language barrier, | utilised my five years worth
of language learning and herself using her incredible
linguistic ability in order to communicate. It is evident that
my range of vocabulary has developed and so has my
roommate’s as we share our stories about the interesting
events we have encountered or how we passed our time
in the evenings. | often now question myself how my life
would have been if | had not accepted the scholarship
award and never acquainted with my dearest roommate.
This must be another reason as to why | am so incredibly
grateful for this opportunity; | have made a friend for life.

As well as this, upon return from the mid-autumn festival
break, my roommate kindly gifted me an intricately
designed mooncake consisting of a bronzed pastry, a
both sweet and pearlescent lotus paste and two golden
egg yolks. Although prior to my arrival in China | have tried
mooncakes, the one given to me was delectable and
completely different from what | had tried previously.

Near the beginning of October we visited the Zijin Shan
and Nanjing zoo, both in Nanjing just to name two of the
interesting locations we visited. This was an excellent trip
composed to allow for all of the scholars to participate in
such wonderful activities allowing for us to form stronger
bonds and improve relationships between one another. |

Layla Aboueldahab

am certain that the highlight of my second month must
have been the staff concert hosted on our campus in
which members of staff were able to perform unique
compositions. It was most interesting to listen to the
perfectly composed traditional Chinese pieces. | was
fascinated by some of the instruments such as the
guzheng and erhu and would hope to learn more about
these specific instruments.

November was my third month in China and this was
possibly the most incredible period of time | have spentin
China. | had participated in the ASDAN business
simulation where both myself and many of the other
scholars were able to develop skills which | believe will be
beneficial to us in the near future such as communication
which is essential for developing stronger relations. As
well as this, | was also provided with the chance to visit the
city of Shanghai to visit two art exhibitions. This was the
perfect opportunity to develop my relationship with my
roommate and friends whilstimmersing myself in the most
magnificent artwork. To conclude November, the
remainder of our cohort visited myself and the other
scholars from our campus in which we visited key cultural
locations such as Qingguo Alley, Dongpo Park and
Nanshan Bamboo Ocean. Here | had learnt an incredible
amount about the significance of education and literature
throughout ancient Chinese history. Later onin November
I visited Shanghai once again, which | was very much
grateful for since | had wanted to return after my visit
earlier on.

I am not regretful of my choices to apply for this reputable
scholarship award but exceedingly grateful as it has
allowed me to further explore China and its vastness. | am
excited to continue my adventures across China. | hope
that this scholarship award allows for both the past year’s
cohort, my current cohort and many future cohorts yet to
come to develop and strengthen the bilateral relations
between China and the UK.
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My Time in China is Just

| would like to begin by expressing my upmost
gratitude for the opportunity to attend such a
prestigious school in China and further my education
in an unfamiliar place. Although | have only been in
China for just over 4 months, this experience has
already significantly changed my life for the better. lam
confident that my time in China will give me
unforgettable memories as well as knowledge of

China’srich culture and history.

I have always been interested in China’s culture, which
inspired me to learn Chinese at my school in the UK;
through studying Chinese my interest in the culture
began to grow and grow. | had always dreamed of
visiting China even just for a week, to be able to live

here is more than | could have ever dreamed of.

Since arriving in China, my time here has been nothing
but exceptional. | have not only spent time in
Changzhou, but also Nanjing, Shanghai and Hangzhou.
These adventures have allowed me to be immersed
into various aspects of Chinese culture; from eating
traditional cuisine to harvesting tea leaves in Mao Shan
mountain and watching traditional dances at the
Changzhou Oriental Saltlake Resort. | have had the

Exceptional

Lexie Rioga

honour to see not only the beautifully lit cityscapes of
urban China, but also the tranquil and vibrant
environment of rural China.

From an academic point of view, Wycombe Abbey
School Changzhou has given me opportunities that |
would never have access to in the United Kingdom. |
have taken part in 3 academic competitions and look
forward to taking part in many more. | am confident
that if I was in the UK I would not have even half of the
opportunities that | have here. | have made new friends
who are able to introduce me to their ways of life and
enable me to broaden my understanding of different
traditions and values. | am extremely grateful for this
scholarship which has inspired me to work hard so that
| can give back to the community in the future. | am
determined to make the most of this experience and
contribute positively to the community and

environment around me as | continue my time here.

So, once more, thank you for giving me this amazing
opportunity to study in China. So far, my few months
here have been astounding and | am looking forward to
gaining more knowledge, experience and appreciation
for China as a whole.
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Flying the Nest to Pursue
My Dreams in China

My experience as a British Scholar in China has
been life-changing. | have achieved so much in the
shorttime since | arrived in this glorious country and
have enriched my life so much more than | ever
could have imagined.

When | stepped off the plane at Shanghai Pudong
Airport, the muggy heat was a stark contrast from
the chilly British weather | had grown used to. I could
feel a sense of greatness. Anew frontier was arising
for my life.

If you had told me last year, or even 6 months ago
that | would be living in a boarding school in
Changzhou on an Academic Scholarship drinking
Bubble Milk tea on the weekends and traveling
across the provinces on holidays, | probably would
have laughed. Even now, | am stillamazed at where |
am, who lam with, the possibilities, and the new and
fantastic opportunities that come to life every day
thatlam here.

Patience Sullivan

Whilst it is difficult to get used to living away from
my family for the first time, | am so glad | decided to
fly the nest and pursue a higher degree of academic
and cultural proficiency in Wycombe Abbey
Changzhou.

The amount of effort that goes into ensuring that
my experience is the most culturally engrossing and
invigorating is clear, and | could not be more grateful
for my fortune in winning the place on this
scholarship.

| can already tell how many lifelong bonds | have
made with the other Scholars, relationships that
would be non-existent otherwise. Such amazing
people who | have enjoyed many excursions and
trips with, all so friendly and hard-working- | really
could not have asked for a better experience so far.

Currently, | can only feel optimism for the future and
what it holds for me. | love it here, thank you to
everyone who has helped me on my journey so far,
and may it only allow me to excel further!
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A Journey to Becoming
a More Well-rounded,
Confident and Better Person

|t is such an honour to have been grantedascholarship
to Wycombe Abbey School. | am evermore grateful for
this amazing opportunity and how it has developed my
academic abilities and has inspired me to further my
Chinese speaking skills and communication with
others. | am surrounded by people who push me to be
the best version of myself everyday and inspire me by
their fantastic achievements, encouraging me to strive

for success.

One of my main goals for 2024 was to get into a good
college, and | can say that | have surpassed my goal by
miles. If you told me at the start of the year that | would
be given the chance to do my A Levels in China, | would
not believe you. | have only been here a few months,
and already, | have been given the opportunity to do
things | never would have gotten to do in England, and
it is all due to the scholarship program. | have
participated in basketball matches, restored ancestral
homes, and learned about the process of making tea,
just to name a few. | climbed beautiful mountains and
stared in awe at the view. Every week, | call my family,
and they cannot believe all the incredible activities |

have taken part in, thanks to the scholarships program.

One of my main concerns over coming here was my
Chinese speaking confidence, as | had lost a lot of my

ability due to not having spoken Chinese for a few

Sophie Allington

years. However, as soon as | arrived, everyone was
really welcoming and offered to help me improve my
ability. | now speak to my roommates in Chinese and
talk to other students as well; one of my friends even
teaches me anew word each day to further improve my
language skills. Moving here has been the best
decision | have made, for many reasons but especially
to further my Chinese ability, and | am now much more

confident to talk to locals and practice my speaking.

Furthermore, | never felt academically challenged
before | had the fantastic opportunity to come here. In
all my lessons, | am being pushed to further my
knowledge, which helps me become a better and more
well-rounded student overall. The school has a great
balance of lessons, while encouraging students to
self-study, which is an essential skill to have to be
successful in university. The students are so focused
on their studies and are always willing to help, which
encourages me to be as dedicated as them and be the
best student | possibly can be. | never thought that |
would be able to achieve as much as | have done in the
past few months, as the opportunities enabled by the

scholarship have allowed me to do so.

Coming here was the best decision | ever made, not
only for my A Levels, but also for me to become a better

student and a better person overall.
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2024FEX, ERRFEEEEMBEBFR.
In summer of 2024, international scholars gathered at Wycombe Abbey School Changzhou
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